Other people closed in behind them. The henchmen
made some attempt to follow, but Theophanes, who was
not going to have the meeting ruined, called to the
bandsmen to play. They struck up "We will rally to
the Banner of our Fathers", and at once formed up;
then they struck up the old march of "Up with the
Green Flag". At the signal, the waiting chariots
advanced to pick up the leaders; everybody sang, and
so the meeting came to an end.

Theodora was sure that Justinian had escaped unhurt
from the stadium, but had some anxiety, lest Nicanor's
sudden note had been to henchmen to waylay him at the
outer gate and beat him out.

Theophanes was at her side speaking to her. "Well,"
he said, "they made a pretty mess of that between them.
Did ye see the way they chucked away the house as soon
as I'd made it for 'em? The whole house was just wax
for them and the crazy creatures made it tallow on me."

Theodora knew what he meant. She had seen the
audience ready for any wild enthusiasm, and the pre-
pared mood had been caught, surprised and used by
Justinian. Then Menippos, with his coarse and clumsy
interference, had completed Justinian's triumph. She
found her heart leaping strangely at the thought of
Justinian's courage and success. It had stood still when
the men flung the stones. It had leaped again when she
saw him escape. It was thrilling now with anxiety, lest
he should have been met at the stadium gate. If this
were not the love which she had abandoned for ever,
what was it? She found no clear answer to the question
as she went back to the theatre. All the crowds in the
street were talking of the meeting. "That shows how
important the Blues think it. Justinian's given up his
command and come to contest tie election for Consul."
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